FOREWORD             ____

I have said, and say again, that the German nation needs the most
drastic cure in history, and that, if it is not applied, the world will
die of the German disease. That should be plain enough. This
book will make it plainer. I hope it will be studied at Cliveden and
by the New Statesman^ by the Catholic Herald and the Tribune.
Messrs. Hulton, Laski, King-Hall may be fair to it; it is not mine.
From all these varied quarters the authors may expect generous, if
tardy, testimonials. Perhaps the Lords Arnold and Ponsonby will
skim it.

I further observe that the reason and necessity for a book like
this are not those of adding to the dislike of Germany and German
methods, though almost everybody in the world has now good cause
to dislike both, and Mr. Churchill himself has described the universal
hatred that the German race is laying up for itself. The reason and
necessity for this book are that unless the world will, at long last,
recognise and face the Germany that, deliberately, has been and is,
there is no chance whatever of the Germany that might be. You
cannot expect to cure an endemic disease, if you do not even know what
it is. There are still many people who are determined to ignore it.
The great majority of the people of the world do, however, desire
to know, because they desire the cure. So do we. But here is the
fever-chart of a nation. The authors have taken their degree in
German political medicine; and no hullabaloo among medical students
at the back of the hall will change the character of the exhibit. In
all these points I am at one with the authors.

It is unfortunate that one should have to preface even a preface
by an attempt to obviate crude calumny in these grave matters.
International aflairs are, however, the one field in which it seems
easy to lay down the law without ever having practised it. This
book will, I think, be hailed as an enlightenment. It has been
compiled by two authors of the highest distinction and authority
who, belonging to a friendly nation, have adopted pseudonyms solely
for important personal reasons due to the present war conditions.
The authors, I imagine, have taken their title from Nietzsche's
Thus Spake Zarathrustra. Many readers will realise for the first
time what a mouthful Germany has said. Why did nobody listen?
Perhaps even now it is not too late.

Everyone knows in one sense why we are fighting this war. That
has been sufficiently demonstrated by the publication of State Papers.
Germany left no alternative to her fellow-dwellers upon the earth
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